
STATE OF MAINE Docket No. 96-250
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

                   February 18, 1998

NORTHWEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ORDER DISMISSING, WITHOUT
Application for Approval of PREJUDICE, APPLICATION 
Petition for a Certificate of FOR CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC
Public Convenience CONVENIENCE

 
WELCH, Chairman; NUGENT and HUNT, Commissioners

                                                                  

On May 14, 1996, the Commission received the application of
Northwest Communications, Inc. (the Company) requesting
permission to provide telecommunications service as a
non-facilities based interexchange carrier.  Commission Staff
advised the Company that its application is deficient in several
regards and it has failed to address those deficiencies over an
extended period of time.  Specifically, the Company has failed to
include language in its tariff regarding legislatively mandated
discounts for hearing impaired customers.  It has also failed to
provide certification from its underlying long distance carrier
regarding its request for a waiver of the payment of access
charges.  Therefore, by this Order, the Commission dismisses
Northwest Communications, Inc.’s petition to provide
telecommunications service in Maine without prejudice.  This
Order does not preclude the Company from filing an application to
provide service in the future.    

Dated at Augusta, Maine, this 18th day of February, 1998. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

                     
Dennis L. Keschl

   dministrative Director

COMMISSIONERS VOTING FOR:    Welch
    Nugent  
    Hunt





NOTICE OF RIGHTS TO REVIEW OR APPEAL

5 M.R.S.A. § 9061 requires the Public Utilities Commission
to give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding written notice
of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision made at
the conclusion of the adjudicatory proceeding.  The methods of
adjudicatory proceedings are as follows:

1. Reconsideration of the Commission's Order may be
requested under Section 1004 of the Commission's Rules of
Practice and Procedure (65-407 C.M.R.110) within 20 days of
the date of the Order by filing a petition with the
Commission stating the grounds upon which consideration is
sought.

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Commission may be
taken to the Law Court by filing, within 30 days of the date
of the Order, a Notice of Appeal with the Administrative
Director of the Commission, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A.
§ 1320(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure,
Rule 73 et seq.

3. Additional court review of constitutional issues or
issues involving the justness or reasonableness of rates may
be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court,
pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(5).

Note:The attachment of this Notice to a document does not
indicate the Commission's view that the particular document
may be subject to review or appeal.  Similarly, the failure
of the Commission to attached a copy of this Notice to a
document does not indicate the Commission's view that the
document is not subject to review or 

appeal.


